
[bookmark: _p8no6ai2mfxh]Speaksee™ allows the Deaf and hard-of-hearing to see what they can’t hear 
Dutch start-up Speaksee™ released their award-winning Speaksee Microphone Kit: the world’s first device able to accurately live caption group conversations. After 4 years of development the Microphone Kit will be available from the 1st of November. Speaksee also announced that they’ve raised €2 million in seed funding.

Rotterdam, 01 November 2021 - The Kit consists of three wireless microphones, a charging dock for the mics, and an iOS / Android app. The participants in the conversation each wear a microphone, which utilizes ‘’beam-forming’’ to pick up the speech while not picking up background noise, or the speech of other people. The conversation is then analyzed by speech recognition algorithms and live transcribed to text on the smartphone, tablet, or laptop. Every person is shown in their own colour, which allows the user to easily see who says what. Three Speaksee Microphone Kits can be paired in one system for group conversations of up to 9 people. 

Jari Hazelebach, Co-Founder and CEO at Speaksee: “Growing up with Deaf parents, I saw they had great difficulty following group conversations in family gatherings as well as business meetings. We’re very happy that we could create a solution which meets such an important need’’
Award-winning team
Speaksee’s efforts haven’t gone unnoticed as Hazelebach was listed in the prestigious Fobres 30 Under 30 list in the category Social Entrepreneurship (2019). The product also received major recognition with a Good Australian Design Innovation Award, as the company’s Lead Industrial Designer Joshua Flowers is Australian, and the CIO Magazine Innovation Award in the category of ‘Best B2C project’. 
Hazelebach, CEO and Co-Founder of Speaksee continues: “There are other apps that also try to make conversations accessible using speech recognition, but they aren't able to cope with background noise, group conversations, or the user experience is much too complicated.’’
Successful €2M funding round announced
The company also announced that they’ve raised a total of €2M in seed capital from investors including Rabobank, EFRO (European Union fund), RVO (Dutch government fund), CityLab010 (the municipality of Rotterdam), and a group of angel investors. 
Successful user testing 
Speaksee has been extensively tested with users including a trial as part of the (Dutch) Coalition for Technology and Inclusion. During this trial the technology was used by Deaf and hard-of-hearing employees of the Dutch National Police and Rabobank. Based on the pilot, the researchers from VU University Athena Institute and Regioplan concluded that Speaksee helps those who are Deaf or severely hard-of-hearing[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  In Dutch writing: VU University Athena Institute and Regioplan, ‘Business Case Speaksee’ (2020), can be found here: https://www.uwv.nl/overuwv/kennis-cijfers-en-onderzoek/kennis-onderzoeken/businesscase-speaksee.aspx ] 

· To participate more easily and more flexibly in formal as well as informal conversations.
· To be more independent and autonomous.
· To extend the job tasks they perform and perform on a higher level in general in the workplace.
Government reimbursement 
According to the research this can be realized by saving the government €1929 per person per year, making the case for government reimbursement of the costs of the Speaksee product. Publicly funded health insurance in the Netherlands already started reimbursing the product after the Dutch Minister of Social Affairs publicly announced that responsibility of reimbursement of the product lies with the health insurance companies.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  In Dutch writing: Dutch Parliament, ‘Answers to questions in the Dutch parliament about Speaksee pilot’ (2021), can be found here:  https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/kamerstukken/2021/02/17/beantwoording-kamervragen-over-pilot-speaksee] 

Speaksee will be available through hearing care professionals and through the request quote option on the Speaksee website. 
About Speaksee
Founded in 2017 and based in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, Speaksee is a team of 15 passionate engineers, designers, and marketeers who believe in ability as opposed to disability. 
Speaksee was inspired by both parents of co-founder & CEO Jari Hazelebach being deaf since birth.
For more information, visit speak-see.com
[bookmark: _1wctvjb6sug1]Note for editors, not for publication
Graphic assets can be found in the digital EUHA press room, or contact jari@speak-see.com to receive (further) assets. 
To schedule an interview with Jari Hazelebach get in touch via jari@speak-see.com or call +31 6 31 91 46 62. 
